AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS: 

The attached replacement sheet illustrates the amendment to Figure 4. This sheet 
replaces the previously amended Figure 4. In Figure 4, collar 6 is illustrated in the cross- 
sectional view. No new matter has been added. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 
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REMARKS 

This response addresses the issues raised by the Examiner in the Office Action mailed 
September 27, 2005. Claims 10-18 are currently pending. Claim 10 has been currently 
amended. The drawings are amended. Applicants also submit an information disclosure 
statement. No new matter has been added by this amendment. In view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks, Applicants submit that the presently pending claims 
are in condition for allowance and notification of such is respectfully requested. 

Drawings 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings because it does illustrate every feature of 
the invention as specified in the claims. More specifically, the Examiner states that the collar 
is not shown in the drawings. As suggested by the Examiner, Applicants have corrected Fig. 
4 to illustrate the collar structure in the bottom cross-sectional view of Figure 4. Applicants 
respectfully request that objection to the drawings be withdrawn. 



Rejection Based On Under In View Of Petrek Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

The Examiner rejects Claims 10-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Linder (U.S. Patent No. 5,057,282) in view of Petrek (U.S. Patent No. 6,286,678). 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Linder discloses a package for unitizing and shipping pipette tips that includes a 
paperboard tray received on the side panels of an outer shipping enclosure, which panels' 
support the tray over a cavity into which the pipette tips extend. See Abstract. However, 
Linder does not teach pressing the tips against the pipetting channels. 

The claimed invention provides pressing the tip magazine filled with pipette tips 
against a plate-shaped elastomer seal below the openings of the pipetting channels of a 
pipetting device thereby providing a purely friction connection between the pipette tips and 
the pipetting channels. During the pipetting procedure the tip magazine is fixed to the 
pipetting device. It is positioned in a slide guide located below the pipetting channels and 
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subsequently fixed by means of eccentrics or cams. The support for the amendments to claim 
10 is provided in the specification. 

It should be noted that Linder merely discloses a package for shipping pipette tips and 
not for inserting the pipette tips into a pipetting device. Specifically, Linder provides a tray 
that is positioned in a shipping box. The tray is provided only to hold the pipettes in a fixed 
position. The tray of Linder is provided with two spaced panels. The lower panel of the tray 
is removed when the tray is installed into a pipetting system. Thus, the tray disclosed by 
Liner serves only to aid in positioning the tips in a defined grid. Linder does not disclose 
pressing the tips against the pipetting channels. 

Furthermore, the upper panel of the tray as disclosed by Linder is not the same as the 
carrier plate of the claimed invention. Specifically, after removing the lower panel of Linder, 
it is possible to insert the tips in a given arrangement held by the upper panel into a test block 
or a similar fixture but it is not possible to fix this panel with a pipetting device in a way that 
provides a purely frictional connection between the pipette tips and the pipetting channels. 

The orienting plate according to the present invention provides an additional feature 
that is neither taught nor suggested by the cited references. That is, by orienting the free tip 
ends corresponding to the grid, thus bending the tips if they are not straight or with forcing 
the tips in a straight form. Thus, the lower plate disclosed by Linder neither discloses a 
orienting plate nor does Linder provides the benefits provided by the orienting plate. Further 
more, it is respectfully submitted that the cited references also fail to teach or suggest that the 
carrier plate is shaped to be able to be inserted into a slide guide located below the pipetting 
channels of the pipetting device. The cited references also fail to teach or suggest the plurality 
of identical tips of length LI connect frictionally with the plurality of pipetting channels of 
the pipetting device. 

Thus, the Applicants believe that the features of the claimed invention is not obvious 
over the teaching of Linder in view of Petrek since Linder and/or Petrek do not teach, 
disclose or suggest the present claims. Moreover, one skilled in the art would find nothing in 
Linder or Petrek alone or in combination that would disclose, teach or suggest the claimed 
invention or any reason for making it. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request the 
withdrawal of the rejection of claims 10-18 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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In view of the remarks presented herein, it is respectfully submitted that the present 
application is in condition for final allowance and notice to such effect is requested. If the 
Examiner believes that additional issues need to be resolved before this application can be 
passed to issue, the undersigned invites the Examiner to contact him at the telephone number 
provided below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 25,116 

March 27, 2006 
REED SMITH LLP 
599 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
GHK:BKS 
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